Party Life - Work In The Community

— JANET JAGAN

The Party Constitution, in the section dealing with
‘the Party Group, states that one of the Group's functions
is to "enhance the role of the Party in the community,
hi the place of work, in the place of study, in mass orga-
nisations and in all organisations in which _struggles can
be carried out on behalf of the working clasS and other op--
pressed sections of the community."

Thus, an important sector of Party life deals with the
role of Party members and Groups in the community in
which they live ar d work. A great deal of this pertains to
agitatiunal, representational and educational activities,
which now, as never before, are reaching greater propor-
tions. There is, therefore, greater need to lead struggles
for pure water supplies, fight against blackouts in electri-
city, demands for cleaning of trenches, better sanitation,
repairs to roads and all the various problems that face
people living in both urban and rural areas.

Many Party groups have led picket lines demanding
better water supplies, repairs to bridges, improved medical
services, more medicines, etc. They have also led delega-
tions to local authorities on a wide spectrum of problems
facing residents of their area. This is an on-going process
which involves representational activities by groups, by
Party members in local authorities, Regional Democratic
Councils and municipal Councils and frequently up to the
National Assembly by the Party's parliamentary group.

Our Party groups have devised many ways in making
representation, from the local and regional level up to de-
legations to ministers responsible, and including petitions
and protests at other levels. For example, in the West
Demerara region, dozens of petitions have been signed
by residents calling for improvements in different villages.
They outline point by point the demands of the communi-
ty. Delegations have been organised in the city of George-
town, for example, to demand street lights, improved
drainage, highlighting areas that require special atten-
tion, as in slums.

A recent incident in a section of Georgetown border-
ing the Demerara. River is an example of the interest the
PPP has exhibited in community problems. In this case,
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